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1. What will you teach? What is the context? Who is the audience? 

 
1) Subject/Grade Level/Title 

 

Library/Media / 4
th
 grade / Sorting 

 

2) New Generation Sunshine State Standard(s) and Benchmarks 

 

LA.4.3.3.1 Sequence information alphabetically, numerically, or categorically, as appropriate. (The 

Office of Library Media Services, 2008) 

 

Florida Student Information Literacy Descriptors: 

3.1b: Sequences information alphabetically, numerically, statistically, categorically, chronologically as 

appropriate. (The Office of Instructional Materials and Library Media Services, 2003) 

 

Sunshine State Standards Benchmarks: 

LA.B.2.2.2: Organizes information using alphabetical and numerical systems. (The Office of Instructional 

Materials and Library Media Services, 2003) 

 

3) Understanding Goals /Objectives 

 

Students will know what a collection is and how various items are sorted into categories. 

 

4) Content description 

 

First, the class will define the words “collection” and “sort” and discuss their own personal collections.  

Then, the teacher will show a video clip, “One of These Things,” from the Sesame Street website.  Next, 

the teacher will show the American Library Association website, ALA Great Web Sites for Kids, and 

have the class see how this website is organized into categories.  After that, the teacher will demonstrate 

the day’s activities, Shoebox Sorting and Kidspiration “Alike and Different.”  Students will be divided 

into three rotating groups.  Group 1 will sort objects of various size, shape, color, and texture into 
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shoeboxes at the tables.  Group 2 will work on Kidspiration “Alike and Different” at the computers.  

Group 3 will look for books to check out. 

 

 

2. Why is this topic important? 

 
1) Rationale 

 

The library is a collection of books, each section specifically arranged.  Nonfiction and reference 

materials are arranged by the Dewey Decimal system (numerical order).  Fiction (picture books and 

chapter books) are arranged in alphabetical order.  In order to grasp these concepts, students must first be 

able to identify a collection and to group similar items together. 

 

2) Describe what you think is important about the topic within the “big picture” of 

curriculum. 

Once students understand the concept of sorting similar items together, they will be able to apply this 

knowledge to library skills that require categorization (Dewey Decimal System, fiction vs. nonfiction, 

fiction genres, reference sources, and library layout).  This knowledge will also be beneficial for other 

subjects that utilize sorting and categorization skills (reading, math, science).  Using Kidspiration 

software helps students develop computer skills (using a mouse, typing, website and software navigation, 

saving work). 

 

3. How will you teach this topic? How will students engage, explore, explain, elaborate, and 

be evaluated on what they have learned? 

 

a)  How will you engage students in the learning?  

 

I will engage students by encouraging them to discuss their own personal collections, showing them a 

video clip (Sesame Street’s “One of These Things”), having students manipulate physical objects to make 

the concept of sorting concrete, and having them do a sorting exercise on the computer with Kidspiration. 
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b) Teaching/learning strategies (allowances for learning styles, accommodations, 

exceptionalities, ESOL) 

 

During guided instruction, the teacher demonstrates the day’s technology lesson (Kidspiration’s 

“Alike and Different”) on the interactive whiteboard.  Students will take turns demonstrating examples to 

the rest of the class.  During independent work – students will be divided into three rotating groups.  

Group 1 will work at the tables on Shoebox Sorting.  Group 2 will work at the computers on “Alike and 

Different” (Kidspiration).  Group 3 will look for books for checkout.  After ten minutes, each group will 

rotate to another activity. 

Kidspiration has a talking interface that “reads all text in the Kidspiration interface, including all 

menus, buttons and dialog boxes.”  The talking interface also describes symbols.  Kidspiration allows 

users to create projects either Picture View or Writing View (and switch back and forth between the two 

views).  The talking interface and Picture View allows developing readers, children with reading 

disabilities, and ESOL students to independently navigate Kidspiration.  Kidspiration also provides a 

Word Guide (dictionary) that students can use to look up unfamiliar words. (Inspiration Software, Inc., 

2011) 

 

c) Procedures  (modeling, checking for understanding, guided practice, independent 

practice, questioning, critical thinking, problem-solving) (explore) 

 
The teacher will model how to sort objects into groups (with the class) and demonstrate “Alike 

and Different” (Kidspiration) on the interactive whiteboard.  Students will share their own examples 

during this initial demonstration. 

Students will complete two tasks.  Task 1, Shoebox Sorting, consists of sorting various objects 

into two categories and placing similar categories into each shoebox.  Task 2, “Alike and Different,” is 

part of Kidspiration software.  Students are required to examine groups of symbols, remove symbols that 

don’t belong, and add new symbols to create new groups.  After completing these tasks, students will be 

able to identify characteristics, similarities and differences, and how to sort into categories. 
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d) Resources for teachers and students 

 

This lesson requires the following materials for the tables: shoeboxes (two per table or group) and small 

objects of various size, shape, color, and texture (beads, coins, feathers, blocks, Legos, game pieces, dice, 

etc., either found in the media center or art room at school or bought at a craft or dollar store).  

Technology needed: an interactive whiteboard, computers, internet access, computer speakers, 

headphones, and Kidspiration software.  The link to the Sesame Street video clip: 

http://www.sesamestreet.org/video_player/-/pgpv/videoplayer/0/fd832105-157c-11dd-9bc7-

777dea8a73e7/one_of_these_things_toy_dogs 

The link to the American Library Association’s ALA Great Web Sites for Kids: 

http://www.ala.org/greatsites  

 

e) Determine what you want students to know at the end.(evaluate) 

 

Students should be able to sort objects into various categories and explain their rationale in writing or 

illustrations. 

 

f) Determine what students will learn and DO in the process. (explain and elaborate) 

 

Students will learn how to sort similar items and concepts into categories.  They will accomplish this by 

sorting tangible objects.  When students have finished sorting their shoeboxes, everyone at the table 

should quietly raise their hands.  When the teacher acknowledges the table, a spokesperson will 

demonstrate what each shoebox contains and explain the rationale behind each category. 

 

4. How will you assess student learning? (explain and evaluate) 

 

a) Assessment strategies – what will students DO to demonstrate learning? 

 

Students will practice sorting with the shoeboxes on the tables and by using Kidspiration “Alike and 

Different.” 
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b)  Formal/informal assessment 

 

Students will sort items into two shoeboxes and complete “Alike and Different” on Kidspiration.  They 

will show the teacher and explain their rationale behind each category. 

 

c)  ESOL/exceptionalities accommodations  

  

During Shoebox Sorting, students will be able to manipulate objects of various size, shape, color, and 

texture.  Accommodations include allowing the student to point to items and separating items into various 

piles.  Students will be able to show comprehension via a Venn diagram or two-column comparison chart.  

During Technology, students will be able to both listen and see directions via Kidspiration’s talking 

interface.  They can focus on Picture View instead of Writing View.  They can also use the Word Guide 

to look up unfamiliar terms.  The talking interface also verbally describes symbols.  ESOL students may 

use this feature to learn new English words. 

 

What will students do to provide evidence that demonstrates understanding of the learning 

goals? How will they use what they have learned? How will the assessment accommodate 

learning styles and exceptionalities? What modes will be used to assess learning (oral, 

written, performance)? 

Students at the tables will sort items of various size, shape, color, and texture into two categories.  They 

will place these objects into two shoeboxes.  They will show comprehension by explaining to the teacher 

what each shoebox contains and why they chose each item.  Students may either share this information 

orally, in writing, or via a Venn diagram.  Students at the computers will work on “Alike and Different” 

on Kidspiration.  First, they will transfer symbols that don’t belong in one group to a new group.  Next, 

they will add new symbols to make a new category.  Finally, they will click on Writing View and add 

captions.  The teacher will evaluate their work.  Students may discuss their categories with the teacher. 
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Shoebox Sorting 

 

1. Each table has two shoeboxes and a bag of items of various size, shape, color, 

and texture 

 

2. Examine items in the bag 

 

3. Separate items into two groups 

 

4. Place like items in the same shoebox 

 

5. When the table is finished, quietly raise your hands 

 

6. A spokesperson should explain to the teacher what is in each box and how you 

determined the groups 
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Kidspiration: “Alike and Different” 

1. Open Kidspiration on the computer 

2. Open “Science” 

3. Open “Alike and Different” 

4. Follow instructions 

5. File → Save As → First Initial Last Name _ sorting.kid (Mrs. Morse would 

save her work as SMorse_sorting.kid) 

 

 

 

 

 


